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Dear Parent/Guardian,

DIARY DATES

Unbelievably we have come to the end of another academic year, and what a fantastic
year it has been. This term, we have had plenty of opportunities to celebrate the many
successes of our students, through the Art and Technology showcase, our Sports
Awards evening, Sports Day and our Year 11 Prom to name but a few specialist events.
We also held our annual Year 7 to 10 Presentation Evening, where students were
awarded prizes for their subjects as well as those displaying our ASPIRE values. Our
students really are incredible, and it is extremely rewarding to see them flourish both
academically, and spiritually as they grow into young adults. We hope those who embarked on the
Year 7 camp and water sports trip all had wonderful experiences too.
We have also started to welcome the students who will be joining us in Year 7 in September, through
our Induction Day, the Year 6 Celebration Mass and It’s A Knockout fun day. It has been great to meet
so many of our new intake already, and we are very much looking forward to seeing them all again
after the summer.
With their arrival however, we have to sadly bid farewell to our current Year 11 cohort. We hope they
enjoyed their Leavers Mass and Prom, and thank Miss Keenan for looking after them over the past
two years. You will be greatly missed Year 11, and we wish you all the best for your futures. We will
see you on GCSE results day on Thursday 22nd August. Thank you to our Year 11 prefect team for all
that you have done as prefects, especially to Isabelle Mills and Joel Shibu in their roles as Head Boy/
Head Girl and their deputies Emily Spencer Hedges and Dawid Wojcikiewicz . In turn, I’d like to
congratulate Sophia Conlon who is our new Head Girl, and Euler- Ajayi Oluwasomisayo, our new
Head Boy. Congratulations to Kiera Longfellow and Jose Maria Kitone- Kyamwoyo, who are our
new deputies.
When we come back in September, our new multi-use games area will be complete, plus we will
have additional classrooms, a new girls changing room, and new computers in two of our ICT suites.
Building work will also commence on our state-of-the art Science and Technology block, scheduled to
be opened in September 2020.
Our staff have worked incredibly hard again this year, and their focus in their training events has been
on homework and how to challenge our students, to make sure we are getting the best out of them.
They are constantly looking at ways they can give our students the best education possible, and I
want to thank them again for all their efforts. The support of our governing body in helping us do this
is vital too. Thank you to all our parents, your support is invaluable as we nurture our students and
thank you to our students for your energy and enthusiasm – you all embody our ASPIRE values.
Finally, it is with great sadness that I must inform you of the passing of Barry Wright, a previous
headteacher for St George Catholic College and St Edmunds Catholic College in Portsmouth.
Colleagues who remember him state he was a devoted headteacher who ensured that the students
were always the priority and was a pleasure to work with. Our thoughts and prayers are with his
family.
I hope you all have a safe, enjoyable and hopefully, at times, relaxing summer holiday. I look forward
to welcoming all our students and their families back in September for another exciting year ahead.

James Habberley
Headteacher

Saint George
Catholic College

@saintgeorgecc

Now that their exams are over, we say goodbye to our Year
11 students and wish them luck with their GCSE results and
whatever they have chosen to do after St George.

September

2nd Inset Day
3rd Year 7 Induction Day
4th All school return
6th School Photographs
12th-13th Geography Trip
23rd Student Council Election Week
26th Year 7 Settling in Evening
27th Year 7 Welcome Mass

October
3rd Open Morning 9-11am
Open Evening from 5.30pm
7th & 10 th Open Mornings 9-11am
23rd &27th Battlefields Trip
28th Half Term

November
1st School Returns
6th Year 8 Curriculum Info Evening
7th Year 10 Curriculum Info Evening
14thGCSE Presentation Evening
20th Year 10 Parents Evening

December
12th Christmas Concert
20th Last day of term
School re-opens Jan 6th
Some of these dates might change.
Please check our website calendar.

May God’s blessing go with us at the end
of this school year.

We pray that God will keep us safe and
give us rest

So we can start again renewed and

refreshed, healthy and ready to return
and learn again.
May God’s blessing go with us as we
begin our school holiday.
Give your peace and your joy to all of us
– students and staff alike.
May God’s blessings await us next year,
To embrace each new challenge with
confidence and trust.
Fill this school with your love,
and guide our lives so we may be
Full of faith, full of hope,
Full of joy, and full of love.
Amen

St George Catholic V A College, Leaside Way,Southampton, SO16 3DQ, Tel: 02380 322603, E-mail info@stgcc.co.uk

students and teachers. A total of
688 votes were cast which was
record for a St George election.
A new team of prefects were
also elected as well as ASPIRE
team captains. Our new Aspire
captains are:
Head Girl
Head Boy
Congratulations to Sophia
Conlon and Euler Ajayi
Oluwasomisayo, our new Head
Girl and Head Boy. They are
supported by our new Deputy
Head Girl Kiera Longfellow and
Deputy Head Boy, Jose Maria
Kitone- Kyamwoyo
The new team leaders
represent the interests of our
student community as part
of our ASPIRE team. Student
ambassadors for each of our key
values were elected in May with
candidates being voted for by

Year 10 and 11 Business Studies
visited Thorpe Park to take
part in a Business conference.
This included a talk on how
Human Resources plays an
important part in the running of
Thorpe Park and how they use
marketing strategies to increase
customer retention and gain
brand awareness. The students
were at the park all day and
had the opportunity to learn
how it operates as a successful
business.
In April, a speaker from the Bank
of England gave a talk to Year 9
and Year 10 Business students
about how money operates in
the UK, the role of the economy,
the uncertainty with BREXIT and
the roles and responsibilities
for an employee at the Bank
of England. St George was on a
waiting list to receive this; we
are extremely lucky therefore to
have had this opportunity.

Enjoyment captain
Jemima Ndabala
Relationships Captain
Amelia Pabis

We are delighted to announce
that St George will be the lead
for a new Science Learning
Partnership (SLP) covering
Hampshire & the Isle of Wight.
SLPs are a network of high performing centres covering the whole
country, organised through the STEM Learning Network. The SLPs
work to improve the quality of science teaching and education
within their own areas at primary, secondary and further education
levels. We were asked to take over the contract due to the excellent
position the Science department is in, and the extensive links and
networks that have been established already. Mr Douglas is the lead
teacher for the SLP, which will put St George firmly on the map at
a regional and national level for high quality science teaching and
staff development.

Independence Captain
Elizabeth Omotayo

The Rampaging Chariot is a
radio controlled robot used
by schools and youth groups
to compete in tournaments.
It is part of a project aimed at
interesting young people in
engineering, organised by the
Rampaging Chariots Guild.

Respect Captain
Emilia Parzyszek
Spirituality Captain
Jamie Pereda
Achievement Captain
Yinglan Su

The students are given the
robots as a kit that they have to
build, test and modify to create
their own unique challenger.

Sport Captain
Noah Bell

Our students took part in the
Southampton Geography
Masterminds competition this
term. This is a competition
between schools in the region,
testing their geography
knowledge with rounds on the
local area, OS map skills, and
locational knowledge.
Our team won the semi-final
and competed in the final
against St Anne’s, Bitterne
Park and Oasis Mayfield.
Unfortunately in the final,
Bitterne Park proved too
strong . However, huge
credit goes to the effort
shown over the last 5 weeks
from Yulu Chen, Nanako
Akeroyd, Joseph JoJoe,
Tim You, Wiktoria Krupa,
Luke Blishen, Felix Franck
and Charlie Salter, for
independently revising and

Year 7 and some Year 8s
took part in a story writing
competition for World Book
Day back in March and the
results are finally in! Over 40 of
our stories have been chosen
to feature in the new Young
Writers ‘Mission Contamination’
book which is an absolutely
fantastic result – well done to
everyone who entered and to
those who were chosen! Keep
an eye out (or ask Miss Barron)
for the next writing competition
starting in September, ‘Poetry
Escape’.

turning up to the lunchtime
revision sessions but most
importantly being gracious in
defeat and congratulating the
winning team. They wore the
St George badge with pride and
upheld all of our ASPIRE values
from start to finish.

Our annual Art, Design &
Technology showcase was filled
to the brim with the creative
work of our very talented
students. Many students and
their families came to the
exhibition saying they were very
impressed by the high quality
and variety of work on display,
from drawings, paintings
and ceramics to 3D products,
working prototypes and textile
pieces. We were able to award
a student from each year group
whose work and commitment
within the Creative Arts has
been outstanding this year.
During the evening there was
also the opportunity to vote for
the ‘best in show’, whereby an
independent teacher selected
6 pieces of Art and Design
work on display to be voted
for throughout the night.
The winner was Josh Jimena
in Year 11 for his fantastic
drawings.
The following students were
the 2019 winners of this years
Creative Arts Awards. Could this
be YOU next year?

This term our students, as
part of STEM club, competed
against other Southampton
schools in a Rampaging Chariot
competion hosted by leading
UK technology and aerospace
company, Leonardo. We did
extremely well coming2nd
out of 28 in one part of the
competition and winning the
finals of another.

Art
Year7 Shaun Botelho-Monteiro
Year8 Joel Mathews
Year9 Yulu Chen
Year10 Rachel Parker
Year11 Ayalah Goulding
Design & Technology
Year7 Gabby Carlier
Year8 Nicole Wesolowski
Year9 Felix Franck
Year10 George Brand
Year11 Callum Christie

September - December
* MUGA and temporary classrooms in use
* Foundations of new building created
January - August (end)
* Construction work of new building continues to completion for
September 2020
Construction work will impact parking and access to the site. Plans
are in place to utilise the space outside the entrance to St George
and internal parking will be restored when temporary classrooms
are relocated on-site. The plans will minimise disruption during
the development which is scheduled for completion in September
202o.

Seven new science labs, three technology and four general purpose
classrooms will provide up-to-the-minute science and technology
facilities for our students. A new multi-games area will replace the
one currently on the site of the new building.

Timescale
During the summer holidays:
* New MUGA built behind all-weather pitch
* Temporary classrooms (near maths) move to alongside sports hall
* Additional parking at school entrance
* Preparation for building works

We are very excited to announce the launch of the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award at St George’s from next September. The DofE
is a nationally recognised award designed to increase confidence,
develop outdoors skills and give pupils an edge in their future
prospects whether applying for colleges, apprenticeships, university
or seeking employment. It is commonly
cited as helping to increase self-confidence,
improve a sense of responsibility and
enhance teamwork skills.
The award consists of three levels: bronze,
silver and gold. Each level comprises
activities in volunteering, physical, skills
and a final expedition. Each section of the
award must be completed outside of the
normal curriculum and guidance will be given to support pupils in
their selection of activities evidencing of completion. Training for
the final expedition will be in the form of workshop sessions and
practice walks in teams of up to seven pupils. They will learn to
navigate, plan routes and work as a team to plan for the successful
completion of a two day expedition.
Mr Kerslake, new to the school from September, will be launching
and managing the award at St George. We will initially be offering
the Bronze Award for those pupils starting in Year 9 next academic
year. Look out for the launch in the first term and in the meantime if
you wish to find out more information visit https://www.dofe.org/
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The group Prison! Me, No Way!
came into St George in June to
speak to Year 10 students and
give them an overview of life
inside prison. This charity, which
aims to help students understand
the life of the prisoner and all
its difficulties, gave an excellent no holds barred talk on life in a UK
prison. Chris and John who gave the talk are both ex prison officers
who fielded some very interesting questions as well as showing a
life- size mock up of a prison cell. By the end of the talk our students
were more than convinced that a life of crime and prison is definitely
not an option they would want to choose.
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Expansion of St George begins in August when work starts on our
new science and technology block.
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You can find details and news
of the new building on the news
and events pages of our website
under the New Building tab.
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In April we took 40 Year 7 pupils to visit Hampton Court Palace.
Throughout the day the students were able to engage in a range of
activities to develop their knowledge of the Tudors which they are
currently studying in history.
Students took part in an expert workshop which gave them the
opportunity to investigate a number of Tudor artefacts found in the
palace from the 1400s. Here they were able to ask questions and
challenge their understanding of reliability within historical enquiry.
After our investigation pupils were able to explore the palace
grounds including the haunted corridor of Queen Catherine Howard
and the beautiful garden landscape.
The trip was a huge success whereby pupils were able to gain an
insight into the life and kingship of Henry VIII and the religious
challenges facing England in the 16th century.

The PE Department hosted their annual Sports Presentation
Evening on Thursday 13th June. The evening celebrated the success
of individual and team sports both in and outside of the college,
as well as presenting the prestigious sports personality of the year
award. This year we introduced a new award ‘team of the year’. The
PE department would like to thank all of the students, staff and
parents for their continued support for sport at St George over the
last year. Cricketer and sports commentator, Emily Windsor was
our guest speaker for the evening and presented the awards. The
winners are:
Sports Personality of the Year
Henry Baynes

Henry Baynes receiving his
award from Emily Windsor
2nd Place
Isaac Hudson
3rd Place
Isaac Robertson
Team of the Year
U13 Girls Rugby

Year 7 Girls
Isobel Paradine-Ford
Year 7 Boys
William Boyd
Year 8 Girls
Marie Hudson
Year 8 Boys
Kian Knight
Year 9 Girls
Saskia Sims
Year 9 Boys
Bartek Bala
Year 10 Girls
Jemima Ndabala
Year 10 Boys
Nolan Holloway
Year 11
Emilija Staliulionyte
Year 11 Boys
Aidan George

Our annual team-building event
in the New Forest took place
in June with 97 Year 7 students
taking part in the camping and
activities at Ferny Crofts. The
annual event was as popular as
ever and is something all those
who took part will remember
throughout their time at
St George and beyond.

St George opened its doors to
354 Year 5 pupils in June. The
boys and girls from our Catholic
feeeder schools experienced a
day of activities and an evening
of prize giving. Parents were
also given the opportunity
to meet staff, find out about
transition arrangements, hear
a talk from our Headteacher
and find out how to apply for
a place in September 2020.
Full application details are on
our website www.stgcc.co.uk

The sun shone for our 61st
Sports Day on 1st July. Years 7-9
took part in both track and field
events throughout the day.
Records were broken in all
the year groups. On the track,
Hannah Hawkshaw broke the
80m Year 7 girls record (10.88s),
Lily Simper broke the 400m
Year 8 girls record (1.09s),
Kolbe broke the 4 x 100m Year
8 girls record (1.01s), Bakhita

smashed the Year 9 girls 4 x
100m record (1.03s). On the
field, the following records
were broken. Ola Szelag threw
a new record in the Year 7 girls
discus (15.05m), Marie Hudson
smashed the Year 8 girls record
(16.30m), Michelle Molubah
putted herself into the record
books again by winning the girls
shot put (8.55m).

Another busy
term in and
around the
chapel! We
began with our
St George’s Day
celebration
mass which this
year we had to have 3 times
because of our ever-increasing
numbers. Our thanks to Fr
Vincent, Fr Luca and Fr Elijah
for presiding for us.
Our newly formed GIFT
(Growing in Faith Together)
team spent a lovely sunny
day at St Joseph’s in Ashurst,
team-building and planning for
the future. We hope to have
prayer focus points in each tutor
room by September as well as
a “Prayer Box” to assist us is
our collective worship. We are
looking forward to welcoming
new members to the team next
term.
Our “Dragons’ Den” team were
very successful and secured a
£500 grant to help set up the
Addereth Project – selling preloved uniform for our families.
We are pleased that the project
has begun and hope that many
people will enjoy the benefits.
This will be the last update
you receive from me as I am
leaving St George at the end of
term to start a new challenge.
Thank you for your support over
the years – may God continue
to bless this community.
St George, pray for us!

Having spent many years reading this newsletter, I
now find myself contributing a piece for it which is a
lovely way to end my service to St George Catholic
College as a Governor.

in “Admissions” under the
“Parent” tab.
The following day, Year 6 pupils
visited St George for our “It’s
A Knockout” event. The day
began with a special mass
followed by fun packed games
and activities.

My two sons went to St George and I can clearly remember
sitting in the school hall way back in 2008 listening to the new
Headteacher, Mr Wilson, explain his vision for the college, which
at that point was failing and in danger of closing. We took a leap
of faith and enrolled the boys and both did better than predicted,
leaving with 10 GCSEs each.
The college of today is in a very different place now, but one thing
has not changed and that is the family feel. I was always surprised
that my sons knew so many children in different year groups - so
different to my own school experience. I came to realise, as a
Governor, that part of this came from the mantra the Governing
Body always followed when faced with challenging external
pressures - what is in the best interests of our students.
I step down this term after six years as a Governor, very happy that
the college, under the leadership of Mr Habberley will continue to
flourish and prepare young people for a challenging world. He is
well supported by dedicated and talented staff and a strong and
committed Governing Body.
Mandy Stanswood, Vice-Chair of Governors

