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I hopeParent/Guardian,
you are all well and are looking forward to the Easter holidays with your families.
Dear
DI
At mentoring day you will have had the opportunity to reflect with your son/daughter
on how they have performed this term. I hope the conversations held on that day have
encouraged you to continue working closely with us to get the best out of them as we
move into the summer term. Thank you for your continued support. We are very proud of May
our students’ achievements.

Saint George
Catholic College

ARY DATES

th
May I take this opportunity to update everyone on our plans for expansion, and to clarify 10 Year 11 Leavers Mass
anything that might have appeared in the local press. The college will only be expanding slightly up Early closure Years 7-10
to a six-form entry college. This essentially means that the total number of pupils on role will be 900 15th Quiz Night 7-9 pm
students, with 180 pupils in each year group. There are currently two year groups that are larger than
this, but in the future, we can only admit 180 pupils per year. We have always prided ourselves on June
knowing all our students and being a family under our ASPIRE values with our faith at the heart of
everything we do.
7th Green day
13th Sports Presentation Evening
Redevelopment of our new Science and Technology block
21st Year 11 Prom
is progressing, and I am delighted to announce that “Kier”
are the confirmed construction company. They will also be
27th -31st Half Term
building a new multi-use games area (MUGA). Designs are
26th Open Evening 6pm-8.30 pm
now being finalised, and we anticipate the new MUGA being
completed by September 2019. Construction of the new
July
Science and Technology block starts in August 2019, and will
be complete by August 2020… so I am told! Alongside this,
we will be creating an additional girls changing room for
2nd - 5th Year 7 Camp
September 2019, as well as four temporary classrooms that
3rd Year 6 Induction Day/Eve
will be located close to the sports hall until the new block is
8th-12th Water Sport Trip
built. An electric entrance gate is being installed to further
10th Sports Day (TBC)
improve our site security.
11th Year 7-10 Awards Evening
15th Mentoring Day
We have had many highlights this term, one of which being the Wizard of Oz performances, led by
th
Mrs Drummond and her outstanding Performing Arts staff and students. I hope you were able to see 19 End of Term 12.20pm finish
it; it was truly a magical performance with so many more students
involved this year. I have no doubt one of the main memories all those August
students will take away with them will be that week when they lived
nd
and breathed the Wizard of Oz. It is easy to overlook the amount of 22 Results Day
time our students put in to perfecting their part and the time given to
Some of these dates might change.
Please check our website calendar.
put such a show together but it was hugely appreciated.

I would also like to thank Mr Shelley and his team for organising our
annual ski trip to Risoul in France; Ms Cunio and her team for the
Year 10 residential retreat in Kintbury; Mr Copplestone for his trip to
St George’s Park where our students met a certain Gareth Southgat;,
Ms Cecil and Mr Rogers for Poetry Live and our fund-raising day
organised by Mrs Lee-Cann for CAFOD. During the term we also had
a section 48 monitoring visit which focuses on the RE department and the Catholic life of the college.
We are delighted with the incredibly positive feedback we received and will continue to ensure that our
faith and ethos enables our students aspire to be everything that God has created them to be.

The Cross.
The cross: we will take it.
The bread: we will break it.
The pain: we will bear it.
The joy: we will share it.

Sadly this term we say goodbye to Miss Johns, who is relocating to Manchester with her fiancé. Miss The Gospel: we will live it.
Johns has been an outstanding teacher in both English and Drama. I’m sure you will join me in thanking
her for all she has done and wishing her well. Ms Lefeuvre also begins her maternity leave and we wish The love: we will give it.
her well and look forward to her return.
The light: we will cherish it.
Next term we hope to bring you an update on our new parent app which we are currently trialling. It
should aid communication between home and school, in particular for attendance, allowing instant The darkness: God shall perish it.
messaging, and for parents to receive letters and documents from the school electronically.
Amen.
I look forward to seeing everyone when college opens again on St George’s day itself, Tuesday 23rd April.
We will be celebrating our patronal feast on 30th April. Finally, may I wish you all a happy Easter, and
hope that you all have a good break.

Good Luck to all our students who are sitting
their GCSE exams this summer.

G

James Habberley
Head of School

St George Catholic V A College, Leaside Way,Southampton, SO16 3DQ, Tel: 02380 322603, E-mail info@stgcc.co.uk

Early this term our Performing
Arts department treated us to a
spectacular stage version of The
Wizard of Oz.
The show featured some
wonderfully choreographed

routines that highlighted the
talent for dance at St George
and a live orchestra.
This latest production saw
some significant improvements
in technology. Additions to
our digital lighting system
enhanced scenes while
investment in a multi radio-mic
system enabled the cast to sing
alongside a live orchestra.

Congratulations to all the cast
with special mentions to:
Erin Brady (Dorothy),
Katie Bignell (Scarecrow),
Nacho Pereda (Lion), Kiera
Longfellow (Tin Man) and
Rachel Parker (Witch).

Southampton Football Club
players Danny Ings & Yan Valery
visited St George in January.
They presented Isobel ParadineFord and Gabriella Carlier with
a signed copy of their winning
Christmas cards. Their designs
were chosen by the Saints
Foundation as their official
2018 Christmas card and sent
to all partners and trustees of
the foundation. The designs
themselves were brilliant and a
real credit to the girls.
The Saints Foundation filmed
the event which is posted on our
Facebook page.

The Wizard of Oz ran for three
nights in February which
included a special Saturday gala
performance with a party and
refreshments after the show.

World Book Day
On Thursday 7th March, Year 7
students celebrated World Book
Day with a group read, treasure
hunt and sessions delivered
by the excellent Year 8 and 9
Literacy Mentors. They had
the opportunity to take part in
two World Book Day themed
competitions: creating a 100word story and designing a
book token. Prizes include being
published, having their design
used for future book tokens and
£100 book token. Winners to be
announced in the summer term!

Library and AR
So far this year our school
library has loaned out more than
1,500 books. This is testament
to our emphasis on literacy
across the school and our efforts
to encourage reading. We have
expanded our range of classic
books and these titles have been
well received by our more able
readers.
For students who are looking
to improve their reading ability
we have recently introduced
‘Accelerated Reader’ where
students can borrow books
to suit their level with the
follow-up of an online test for
each book.
Outstanding Library Books
When books are borrowed from
the library. It is a good idea for
students to make a note of the
return date in their planner.
This will help as a reminder and
prevent overdue books.
Macbeth
In February, fifty students in
Years 10 and 11 enjoyed an
evening performance of the
National Theatre’s Macbeth at
The Mayflower Theatre. They
found it a brilliant consolidation
of their study of the play, set in a
post-apocalyptic world.

An Inspector Calls
We have 40 tickets available
for An Inspector Calls at the
Mayflower in September.
Students wishing to attend
the show, please collect
an application letter from
Mr Rogers or the English office.
Poetry Live
The English Department took
forty students from Years 7-10
to Poetry Live in London on
Friday 1st February (despite the
disruption due to the snow).
Students were able to see the
poets that they study for their
Literature GCSE, such as Carol
Ann Duffy and Simon Armitage,
perform their poems live. The
highlight was, as per usual,
John Agard’s very entertaining
renditions.

Cake stalls, raffles, a discoethon
and a staff basketball match
were among the activities
during the day of fundraising for
CAFOD in March. Well done to
all the students who made this
such a rewarding and enjoyable
event!

Students on our school ski
trip to Risoul in the French
Alps enjoyed excellent ski-ing
conditions this year. The team
had a fantastic time both on and
off piste.

The Friends of
St George are a
voluntary group
of parents who
raise money
for additional
school
equipment.
We are running a Quiz Night on
Wednesday 15th May 7-9 pm.
£3 for adults and £1 for children
in advance or £3.50 adults and
£1.50 children on the door.
We are always looking for more
support. If you are interested in
helping please email:
friends@stgcc.co.uk

The contractor for our new
science/technology building
is now confirmed and work on
the project will begin shortly.
Our new multi use games
area and a footpath to it will
be ready in September. This
replaces the recreation/sports
area that will be used for the
new building. By September
we will also have four extra
temporary classrooms, new
girls changing rooms and work
will be underway on the science
/technology building.
St George is a ‘Voluntary
Aided’ school, which means
that when the Government

In March, Year 7 enjoyed a
performance by the ‘Baby
SUSO’, a reduced version of

gives money for projects like
the new building, the school is
required to contribute 10% of
the cost. Parents can help the
school by making contributions
towards the cost of building via
the ‘Governors Building Fund’.
These contributions will be used
to fund items that will benefit all
children in the school, including:
Science Equipment
We will need to purchase
equipment and kit out new
areas in the science block. This
will help students to do more
practical work in small groups
and so gain more hands-on
science experience.
Food Technology
The project will provide us with
a new food technology facility.
where students can develop an

of a live orchestra and it will
hopefully inspire some to play
and to appreciate live classical
music.
Earlier in the month, Year 9
students were treated to voice
coaching from Sound Pop
Acadamy, an organisation that
inspires young people to actively
take part in music making.

the Southampton University
Symphony Orchestra. For
many of our students this would
have been their first experience

‘Medical Mavericks’ aim to inspire the next generation of medics
and scientists and this term they visited St George. They brought
with them real medical, sports and science equipment that all of
Year 10 were able to try out and experience during the day. The
team also discussed the variety of work opportunities in the Health
Service.
During the day, a talk about higher education was presented by
‘Southampton Career Exploration’ and students were given advice
on writing personal statements and CVs. Year 10 were also given
proper job interviews by external employers to help them to prepare
for college and work, and a talk from ASPIRE about apprenticeships.

array of culinary techniques, as
well as knowledge of nutrition,
food traditions and kitchen
safety. Funding will also be
used to provide all the new
equipment for this area.
Please consider contributing to
the Governors Building Fund.
We are initially asking for a
voluntary contribution of £5 per
month from each family. This
can be paid by standing order
and contributions of more or
less than this are also welcome,
as are one-off donations and
corporate sponsorship ideas.

Staff and students alike
enthusiatically embraced
Down Syndrome Awareness Day
in March by wearing odd socks.
The odd and different coloured
socks symbolised that it is “cool
to be different”. Even the ski
trip in Risoul joined in!

Please visit our Governor
website pages for more details.
For donation forms, please
email us at info@stgcc.co.uk

For Year 10 students it is time
to choose a work placement for
July. This is an important part
of their education where they
will gain self confidence working
as part of a team or alone in an
adult working environment. It
can also be an opportunity to
sample possible career options.
We advise that students go to
our website careers pages for
guidance on choosing the most
suitable placement.

The best placements are
those that are interesting and
provide experience but it is also
important to consider how easy
it is to get to. Friends, family
and current Year 11s can provide
some excellent advice.
Students must find a placement
and fill in the necessary forms
before 30th April. This is to
enable the appropriate health
and safety checks to be made.
Forms are available from the
Careers page in the Student
Area of our website.

Our music department took delivery of a fabulous gift of a
Pearl drum kit this term. The much-needed replacement of
our ageing school kit was a kind donation by a friend of the
school who heard we were in need. Our drum teacher and
students are over the moon with the new drums which are
very good quality and will help to inspire our students for
many years.

Year 7 Boys Football
This year we have seen a great
level of achievement from this
particular set of pupils.
Firstly in the league, the boys
were placed into Division 1 and
managed to secure the league
title with one game to spare
being the only team so far not
to lose a game. This is a result
of their hard work and effort
as they have been able to win
games by the odd goal through
sheer determination. Pipping
Bitterne in a nail biting 4-2
win and a last minute winner
against Cantell to clinch the
league title are just two of the
incredible games this team has
featured in to date.
Secondly, they managed to
secure a last-16 place in one of
the National Cup competitions
but fell short of a place in the
quarter finals against a strong
Ivybridge side from Devonshire.
Well done to everyone who
represented the team in both
game formats as you have
managed to achieve something
that hasn’t been achieved
before.
Year 8 Boys Football
Despite a slow start to the
league, the boys made up for
this with a really strong effort
in the cup, matching the effort
of the Year 7s and reaching the
last 16 of their National Cup
Competition too. However, this
time they fell short of quarter
final success from a strong
Tunbridge Wells Grammar
School side.
Congratulations to all the boys
who represented the school in
true St George fashion, giving
their all no matter the challenge
they were faced with. It was
also really great to see a new
set of pupils get their first start
for the team, well done to you
gentlemen too.
Year 10 Boys Football
The Year 10 boys continue to
go from strength to strength in
both the league and cup fixture,
remaining unbeaten since the
opening league game of the
season, winning five league
matches on the bounce to open
up a nine point lead at the top
of the table which cannot be
caught. Furthermore, they have
made it to the semi-finals of the
Hampshire Cup v Christ the King
School from the Isle of Wight.
Let’s see if we can go all the way
and win the trophy like the boys
did in Year 7.

U13 Girls Football
The year 7 and 8 girls have had
a fantastic start to Division 1
and are currently at the top
of the league winning both
their league games. This has
involved a massive team effort
particularly in the closing stages
of each match. With two games
left to play in the upcoming
weeks we are hopefully of
winning the league again this
year. Keep up the good work
girls!
Year 7 Girls Netball
With a new team put together
the Year 7 girls have been
amazing so far this season. They
have only lost one game out of
nine and have a chance to win
the league in the upcoming
weeks. This is as a result of their
dedication and commitment
each week. Continue your hard
work girls, you have all been
incredible.
Katie Robertson
Katie Robertson has been
selected to represent
Hampshire U13 Girls Hockey
team. This is a fantastic
achievement and she is the
first girl within the school to
represent the county in this
sport. We wish her luck for the
season.

Roisin Fearon
Roisin Fearon has again
been selected to represent
Hampshire U15 Girls Rugby
team and is again the first
St George girl to represent

the county. Roisin played
against Sussex and Surry on
the 17th February in a range of
7 and 15 a-side rugby, displaying
the skills that prove her to
be a strong player within the
Hampshire U15 Girls. Everyone
at St George wishes Roisin the
best for the 2019 Hampshire
season.

Next Term:
SRORT AWARDS
13th June
SPORTS DAY
10th July

St George’s Park Trip

The GCSE PE group were
given a tour of the £105 million
facilities. Afterwards they
Fifteen Year 10 students were
given a fantastic opportunity to participated in a dynamic
visit St George’s Park , the home track warm-up activity and a
90-minute football session with
to 28 English national teams.
a UEFA ‘A’ qualified coach.
The boys had time to get a
snack before their hydrotherapy
session and unexpectedly
bumped into the England
Men’s Football Manager. After
the shock of meeting Gareth
Southgate, the boys then were
shocked again as they entered
their hydrotherapy sessions.
This involved the use of water
to help treat their recovery
process.

We are very
pleased to
have appointed
representatives
from each KS3
tutor group to
form part of the
GIFT (Growing
in Faith Together) team. We
meet every Friday break time
to pray together and prepare
for the following
week. We are
hoping to spend
a day together on
retreat next term.
We marked Bakhita Day on 8th
February in our now traditional
way of spending the day in
prayer for all who have been
affected by human trafficking
and modern slavery. Morning
prayer was led by 11 Bakhita
and the chapel opened for
the rest of day for Light Fever
(Adoration). I was impressed
by the numbers, reverence and
respect of the students .
After half term, all our girls
took part in our Women’s World
Day of Prayer liturgy where
our theme was the biblical
account of Martha and Mary.
We pledged to work more like
Martha and to pray more like
Mary. A lovely and prayerful
afternoon was had by all.
We celebrated Ash Wednesday
with liturgies for each year
group helped ably by our
student ministers who
distributed ashes to all. Our
Lent charity is CAFOD and,
particularly their campaign
for supporting the fishing
communities of Bangladesh.
See here for more details:
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/
Secondary-and-youthresources/Lent
As I write, our “Dragons’ Den”
team are putting the final
touches to a presentation about
a new Works of Mercy project
to be given to a panel including
Bishop Philip. More news of
that as it happens!
We are grateful for our
priests in supporting us in our
sacramental life as ever. We
have had mass every week and
confessions each term this year.
Please join us for weekly chapel
mass if you are able; Fridays,
Week A at 8.05am and Week B
at 1.25pm.
May I take this opportunity to
wish you a good end to Lent
and a happy and holy Easter.
Ruth Cunio – College Chaplain.

