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OP ART bullseye activity – distortion.	
What is Op Art - Op art, short for optical art, is a form of abstract art that fools your eye. One of two 
things usually happens when viewing optical art. Either the lines and shapes appear to move, or you 
see something different depending on where you focus your eyes. Bridget Riley and Victor Vasarely 
are credited as being the founders of the optical art movement which emerged in the 1960’s. 

Vanishing Point 

The first thing you need to do is decide where you want your vanishing point to 
be. The vanishing point is the spot where your lines come together. You can 
draw it right in the center of your paper or you can place it somewhere off-
center. The choice is totally up to you. Where you place your vanishing point 
will change the look of your final drawing. 

Draw Your Lines 

After you’ve decided where to place your vanishing point, draw radiating lines 
coming out from that point. I find it easier if you use a ruler to do this. Make 
sure you draw an even number of lines. If you draw an odd number of lines, 
your pattern will not work out. I used a regular pencil to draw everything out 
first. The space between each line does not have to be the same. However, you 
want to avoid having too large of gaps as it will making lining up your curved lines in the next steps 
more difficult. 

Add Curved Lines 

Draw curved lines in each of the sections. When drawing your lines, alternate 
between curving your lines down and curving them up (from section to 
section). I started my first section with lines that the arch curves up. Try to 
keep your curved lines as close to the same as possible. They should be parallel 
with each other. In the image below, the first section is completed. 

The adjacent sections on the left and the right will need to curve the opposite 
direction, so I curved them down. When drawing your lines, you want them to 
line up with the lines on either side. If your lines do not line up with one 
another, your final drawing will not look right. 
Work your way around each section, alternating the direction your lines curve 
until all your sections have been filled in. If you drew an odd number of radiating lines, you’ll end up 
with two adjacent sections having the same direction of curved lines. If this happens, you would need 
to start over as it would ruin the optical illusion. 

Outline and Colour Your Op Art Bullseye 
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