Y8 Drama – Titanic

Dear Y8, please read through the following sheets and complete the tasks. 
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Why did people believe Titanic to be
unsinkable? Crossword
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Across

2 This magazine reported Titanic to
be practically unsinkable (11)

4 Occupation of the man who
supposedly said 'God himself
could not sink this ship' (4,4)

5 Surname of White Star Line
President that believed Titanic
unsinkable (8)

6 In 1912 people had absolute faith
in science and (10)

7 The newspaper of this Irish city
concluded the ship was unsinkable
(7)

Down

1 These shipbuilders claim they did
not advertise Titanic as unsinkable
(7,3,9)

3 Titanic's sister ship that was also
believed to be unsinkable (7)

4 A publicity brochure stated the ship
was to be unsinkable

(8)
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Titanic’s Lifeboats

Fact

At the British Inquiry into the Titanic disaster Sir Alfred Chambers of the Board of Trade was
asked why regulations governing the number of lifeboats required on passenger ships had not
been updated since 1896. Sir Alfred stated that he felt there were too many lifeboats. He said
that if there had been fewer lifeboats there would have been more of a rush to fill them and so
they would have left full and consequently more people would have been saved.

Fact

Titanic carried 20 lifeboats — enough for 1178 people. The existing Board of Trade required a
passenger ship to provide lifeboat capacity for 1060 people. Titanic’s lifeboats were situated on
the top deck. The boat was designed to carry 32 lifeboats but this number was reduced to 20
because it was felt that the deck would be too cluttered.

Fact

Titanic also
carried 3500
lifebelts and 48
life rings. —
Useless in the icy
water.

Fact

Fact

Many people were confused
about where they should go
after the order to launch the
lifeboats had been given.
There should have been a
lifeboat drill on 14™ April, but
the Captain cancelled it to
allow people to go to church.

At the investigation that followed, those responsible for loading the lifeboats argued that the
lifeboats did not look strong enough to carry 65 people. However, the lifeboats had been tested
in Belfast on 25" March 1912 with 70 men being carried in each.

Fact

Collapsible boat B floated into
the sea upside down. As
many as 30 men stood on the
upturned hull until rescued.

Fact

People did not believe that the
Titanic was sinking. Many
thought it was a drill and
stayed inside rather than wait
on the icy boat deck.

Boat1 -401.10

Boat 2 - 40 - 1.45

Boat 3 - 65 - 1.00

Boat 4 — 65 - 1.55

Boat 5 - 65 — 12.55

5 First Class 8 First Class 25 First Class 23 First Class 31 First Class
7 Crew 10 Thrid Class 15 Crew 1 Servant 7 Crew
3 Crew 1 dog 6 Third Class
4 others 12 Crew
Boat 6 —65—-12.55 | Boat7-65-12.45 | Boat8-65-1.10 Boat 9 -65-1.20 Boat 10 —65-1.20
20 First Class 22 First Class 26 First Class 6 First Class 9 First Class
2 Crew 3 Crew 4 Crew 17 Second Class 17 Second Class
6 Others 3 Others 2 Others 3 Third Class 6 Third Class
1 dog 1 dog 15 Crew 4 Crew
Boat11-65-1.25 | Boat12-65-1.25 | Boat13-65-1.35 | Boat14-65-1.30 | Boat15-65-1.35
5 First Class 15 Second Class 1 First Class 4 First Class 1 First Class
14 Second Class 1 Third Class 13 Second Class 24 Second Class 1 Second Class
6 Third Class 4 Crew 27 Third Class 4 Third Class 38Third Class
24 Crew 24 Crew 15 Crew 25 Crew
Boat 16 — 65— 1.35 | Collapsible A — 47 Collapsible B — 47 Collapsible C — 47 Collapsible D — 47
3 Second Class 3 First Class 3 First Class -1.40 -2.05

23 Third Class 8 Third Class 1 Second Class 2 First Class 7 First Class
11 Crew 5 Crew 5 Third Class 36 Third Class 2 Second Class

18 Crew 6 Crew 9 Third Class

7 Crew
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Titanic First Class Passengers Crossword
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Across

3 Richest passenger on Titanic
(4,5,5)

4 Name of Macey's store partner
whose wife |da refused to leave
him (6,7)

6 Number of people in the Duff
Gordon's lifeboat (6)

7 This first class suite cost £870 (7)
Down

1 Guggenheim who
changed clothes to die like a
gentleman (8)

2 Famous writer client of Lady Duff
Gordon (5,5)

5 Nickname given to Molly Brown
(10)
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Across 

3Richest passenger on Titanic 

(4,5,5)

4Name of Macey's store partner 

whose wife Ida refused to leave 

him (6,7)

6Number of people in the Duff 

Gordon's lifeboat (6)

7This first class suite cost £870 (7)

Down 

1_________ Guggenheim who 

changed clothes to die like a 

gentleman (8)

2Famous writer client of Lady Duff 

Gordon (5,5)

5Nickname given to Molly Brown 

(10)

Titanic First Class Passengers Crossword
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The Titanic — Timeline Activity

Cut out and place the
events in correct
chronological order. Stick
them in your book.

= April 15:12:00 a.m.: The captain is told the ship can only
L : stay afloat for a couple of hours. He gives order to call for
e m! help over the radio.

s 1908-1909 Construction of the Titanic begins in Belfast,
Ireland.

April 15 12:25 a.m.: Lifeboats are now loading with women and
children first. The Carpathia, southeast of the Titanic by about 58
miles, picks up the distress call and immediately heads full speed to
the rescue.

April 19 to May 25: Several ships are sent to the disaster site to recover
bodies. A total of 328 bodies are found floating in the area.

ship.

_________ April 15 2:05 a.m.: The last lifeboat leaves. There are now
over 1,500 people left on the ship. The tilt of Titanic's deck
grows steeper and steeper.

4{ }’ 1912 January: Sixteen wooden lifeboats are fitted on
board the Titanic









The Titanic – Timeline Activity

   

April 19 to May 25: Several ships are sent to the disaster site to recover

bodies. A total of 328 bodies are found floating in the area. 

April 14 11:50 p.m.: Water has poured in and risen 14 feet in the front part of the 

ship.

  

April 15:12:00 a.m.: The captain is told the ship can only 

stay afloat for a couple of hours. He gives order to call for 

help over the radio.

Cut out and place the 

events in correct 

chronological order. Stick 

them in your book.

1908-1909 Construction of the Titanic begins in Belfast, 

Ireland.

April 15 12:25 a.m.: Lifeboats are now loading with women and 

children first. The Carpathia, southeast of the Titanic by about 58 

miles, picks up the distress call and immediately heads full speed to 

the rescue.

1911 The hull of Titanic is successfully launched

April 15 2:05 a.m.: The last lifeboat leaves. There are now 

over 1,500 people left on the ship. The tilt of Titanic's deck 

grows steeper and steeper. 

1912 January: Sixteen wooden lifeboats are fitted on 

board the Titanic
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Titanic — First Class Passengers

The maiden voyage of the Titanic had attracted a number of rich passengers.
A first class parlour suite cost £870 while a first class berth cost £30.

The following are some of the more well-known first class travellers.

John Jacob Astor

The richest passenger aboard was multi-millionaire John Jacob
Astor. He was travelling with his second wife, Madeleine, who
was five months pregnant. JJ Astor did not survive but his wife
did.

Benjamin Guggenheim

Millionaire Benjamin Guggenheim was travelling on the Titanic
with a lady friend. His wife and family were at home in New
York. Guggenheim and his manservant helped women and
children into lifeboats. When all the boats had gone they
changed into their best clothes and prepared to "Die like
gentlemen."

Sir Cosmo and Lady Duff Gordon

. | | Lady Duff Gordon was a notable dress designer whose clientele
. | included Isadora Duncan, Oscar Wilde and the British royal

| family. The Duff Gordons both survived but were called to testify
* | at the court of inquiry and explain why their boat contained only
twelve people. During the inquiry they were accused and cleared
of bribing crew members not to allow more people into the boat.

The ‘Unsinkable’ Molly Brown

Molly was the daughter of a poor Irish immigrant family whose
husband struck rich when mining for silver. She was travelling
home to America aboard the Titanic. She survived the disaster in
lifeboat number 6 and earned her nickname because she took
control of the boat, kept the women rowing for seven hours and
gave her furs to keep others warm.

Isador and Ida Straus

Isador Straus was a partner of Macey's department store, New
York. He and his wife were returning from a European holiday.
Both died on the Titanic. Ida nearly got into lifeboat number 8 but
refused saying to her husband "We have been living together for
many years. Where you go, | go."
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