
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

The Dragon	

Prom promises to be a 
night to remember	

Our	school	has	included	girls	for	five	years	now,	
which	means	for	the	first	time	ever,	St	George	
will	have	a	Prom	only	for	our	pupils.	The 
Dragon	spoke	to	members	of	the	Prom	
Committee	to	find	out	more	…	

Back	in	2011,	St	George’s	(then	all	boys)	
collaborated	with	St	Anne’s	to	create	a	Prom-like	
night	for	the	Year	11	pupils	at	the	time.	Now,	we	
have	our	very	own	Prom	committee,	who	have	
been	working	for	one	hour	a	week	since	October	
2017	to	plan	this	memorable	event.		

It	is	being	held	in	the	new	Harbour	Hotel,	with	a	
theme	of	silver	and	black	to	add	a	touch	of	
elegance	to	the	sophisticated	décor.	Committee	
Chair	Gabby	Diaper	told	us	that	it	took	a	while	for	
them	to	find	the	right	venue,	but	it	was	worth	it.		

“Being	able	to	tour	around	the	Southampton	area	
made	it	the	most	stressful,	yet	most	fun	part	of	
planning,”	she	said.	

Knowing	it’s	the	first	Prom	wholly	for	St	George,	
the	committee	told	us	that	they	are	“honoured”	
to	be	granted	this	legacy	and	the	opportunity	of	
going	down	in	the	history	of	the	school.	

The	event	is	not	free	–	it	costs	£37	per	person.	
Including	all	the	rent	costs,	food,	DJ,	décor	and	
any	other	finance	issues,	the	team	agreed	on	that	

price	for	the	students	to	pay.	Fundraising	
events	will	be	taking	place	to	cover	the	rest	
of	the	costs	which	aren’t	paid	by	students.	

Knowing	that	there	will	be	committees	in	
the	future,	we	were	left	with	some	useful	
advice	on	how	to	create,	run,	and	enjoy	our	
Proms	to	come.	One	of	the	most	important	
rules,	if	not	the	most	important	part,	is	to	
include	and	acknowledge	everyone’s	
opinion,	not	just	your	own.	Include	boys	in	
the	group	and	keep	an	open	mind,	
especially	with	venues.		

This	epic	event	promises	to	be	one	to	
remember,	and	one	to	enjoy.	A	dedicated	
team	of	students	have	put	a	lot	of	time	and	
effort	into	planning	it,	and	we	can’t	wait	for	
Prom-time	to	roll	around.		
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By	Leah	Naylor	and	Therese	Airiemiokhale		

Look inside for details about our school’s Diamond Jubilee, an 

interview with an adventuring author and what it’s like to be a 

	
The	Harbour	Hotel:	Prom	venue	



New team for The Dragon  
Welcome to the Spring 2018 edition of our termly magazine written for St George 
students, by St George students.  

As our Year 10 reporters are now committed to GCSEs, a new team of Year 8s is taking 
over The Dragon: 

 

• Hadi Saddiq 
• Huba Csermely 
• Jonny Chambers 
• Luke Blishen 
• Nanako Akeroyd 
• Leah Taylor 
• Therese Airiemiokhale 
• Louis Hodges 

 

 

																						 	

------------------------------------------------------------	

	

Klueless	Kevin	

	

	
By	Joel	Shibu	

	



60	years	of	St	George	
With	the	upcoming	60-year	anniversary	of	our	school	starting	on	St	George’s	Day	
2018,	we	spoke	to	Ms	Cunio	about	plans	to	mark	this	special	occasion.			

This	year	is	an	historic	one	for	our	
school	as	we	are	celebrating	its	
Diamond	Jubilee.	

The	celebrations	of	60	years	of	St	
George	will	start	on	Monday	23rd	April	
(St	George’s	Day)	with	a	Mass	to	get	
things	underway.	The	Mass	will	be	
attended	by	many	priests,	including	
Canon	John	O’Shea,	as	well	as	previous	
school	pupils.	It	will	start	a	Jubilee	year	
that	Ms	Cunio	says	will	be	a	chance	to	
look	back	at	the	history	of	our	school	
and	how	far	we	have	come	as	well	as	
look	forward	to	the	future.		

Turning	back	60	years,	the	school	first	
opened	on	September	8th	1958	
(although	it	was	“officially”	opened	on	
April	23rd	1959).	It	was	then	a	mixed	
school	for	both	boys	and	girls.		

In	order	to	raise	money	to	build	St	
George,	members	of	the	Catholic	
community	had	been	asked	to	donate	
a	shilling	every	week	to	provide	the	
nearby	primary	schools	with	a	
secondary	school	that	their	Catholic	
students	could	attend	as	an	option	to	
the	then	local	grammar	school.		

When	1970	came,	the	St	George	
community	had	decided	to	make	the	
school	an	all-boys	Catholic	school	with	
St	Anne’s	taking	the	girls.		

Although,	as	you	know,	St	George	did	
eventually	become	a	mixed	school	
once	again	in	2013	opening	our	doors	
to	more	opportunities	and	continuing	
to	deliver	a	high	quality	of	education	
to	a	vast	and	very	diverse	amount	of	
people.			

Updates	on	other	special	Jubilee	
events	will	be	shared	in	The Dragon	
as	well	as	on	our	website	and	social	
media.	

	

By	Louis	Hodges	and	Hadi	Saddiq	

St	George’s	in	the	1950s	



Climb Every Mountain! 
 

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, author and explorer Matt 
Dickinson gave a fascinating talk to Years 8, 9 and 10. Matt shared stories 
about his adventures climbing Mount Everest and Kilimanjaro and also signed 
copies of his books. He gave up some of his time for an exclusive interview 
with Luke Blishen and Jonny Chambers: 

 

Q. What inspired you to climb Mount Everest? 

I was commissioned to do a documentary for Channel 4 

Q. Which expedition was your favourite? 

I’d have to say Antarctica because Everest was dangerous and nearly killed 
me! I also really like the wildlife in Antarctica. 

Q. After everything that you have achieved, what are your new goals? 

I will probably move away from climbing and move more towards writing 
books for adults, like crime. 

Q. When did you stop the theory side 
and start climbing? 

It was a big time of my life when I was 
15 and started climbing in Wales and 
Scotland, and in the Peak District. 

Q. For future climbers, what advice 
would you give? 

You have to start practising as soon as 
possible and work up to the bigger 
things. To achieve any dream, you have 
to identify your passion. 

 

 



Moving	forward	with	3d	printer	
By	Nanako	Akeroyd	and	Luke	Blishen		

	
The	St	George	Design	and	Technology	department	has	recently	invested	in	a	3D	printer,	the	
Prosa	I3	MK3.	We	interviewed	Miss	Webber,	Head	of	Design	and	Technology,	about	the	new	
equipment.			

	

Q:	Why	did	you	invest	in	a	3D	printer?	

We	want	students	to	participate	in	computer-aided	manufacture	(CAM)	which	will	be	used	
as	part	of	the	GCSE.	It	is	important	for	them	to	see	it	in	action.	You	can	also	make	logos	for	
products	and	make	components	to	improve	the	quality	of	their	products.		

Q:	How	do	you	think	that	it	will	affect	Design	and	Technology	at	St	George?	

I	think	that	it	will	enhance	the	quality	of	products	and	we	have	already	used	it	in	GCSE	even	
though	it	has	only	been	here	for	a	short	while.		

Q:	When	was	the	last	time	you	invested	in	a	piece	of	Design	and	Technology	equipment?	

I	cannot	remember	the	last	time	we	invested	in	some	equipment.	It	was	so	long	ago!	This	is	
why	I	think	that	the	3D	printer	is	a	big	step	forward	for	Design	and	Technology	at	St	George.		

Q:	What	do	you	think	that	the	next	piece	of	Design	and	Technology	equipment	invested	
will	be?	

A	set	of	sublimation	printing	heat	presses.	This	will	help	printing	onto	mugs	and	fabrics	and	
will	expand	design	work	on	graphic	and	tangible	products.		We	are	still	fundraising	for	a	
laser	cutter	and	this	3D	printer	will	help	immensely	with	that.		

Miss	Webber	is	making	3D	printed	keyrings	that	will	be	sold	to	students	to	fundraise	for	the	
laser	cutter.		



The Dragon	Interviews	…	Miss	Sira												
	

How long have you been teaching at St George? 

This is my second year at St George.  

 

What made you want to teach?  

I enjoy working with young people as it is rewarding. I like 
seeing them improve.  

 

What did you want to be when you were younger? 

When I was younger, I wanted to be a weather-woman or a Blue Peter presenter. 

  

What makes a good teacher? 

I believe that a good teacher is someone who can relate to the students. They must be fair and 
bring out the best in people. 

 

What GCSEs did you take? 

When I was at school, I took French, Geography, Statistics, and Graphics. 

 

What do you enjoy most about St George? 

Every day is different and it is easy to get to know everyone as it is a small school. 

 

Was Geography always your favourite subject? 

Geography has always been my favourite subject but apart from that, my favourite subjects 
were maths and economics. 

 

What do you want to achieve in this school? 

I want to share enthusiasm and help students understand the world. 

 

What is your best piece of advice? 

My best piece of advice for students is to try your best at everything, enjoy school while it lasts, 
and don’t be afraid to make mistakes. 

	

	

by	Nanako	Akeroyd	and	Huba	Csermely	



A	Day	In	The	Life	Of	…	a	Progress	Leader		
	

The Dragon	interviewed	Miss	Keenan,	Head	of	Year	10,	to	discover:	What	
does	a	Progress	Leader	at	Saint	George	do	all	day?	

	

It	appears	that	Progress	Leaders	are,	most	of	the	time,	
just	normal	teachers.	They	teach	classes	lessons	just	like	
every	other	teacher.	On	the	day	we	spent	with	her,	Miss	
Keenan’s	lessons	were:	

• P1	-	Emergency	cover	
• P2	-	Dance		
• P3	-	Emergency	cover		
• P4	-	Dance		
• P5	-	History		

Miss	Keenan	is	the	only	dance	teacher	at	St	George.	She	told	us:	“being	the	only	
dance	teacher	makes	things	feel	a	lot	harder	however	dance	is	by	far	my	favourite	
subject.	I	like	how	there	is	lots	of	interaction	between	students	and	the	teacher.”	

During	both	of	the	dance	lessons,	Miss	Keenan	showed	encouragement	to	her	pupils	
and	interacted	with	them	to	help	them	with	their	learning.	After	performances,	she	
helped	the	class	see	what	they	could	do	better.	

During	emergency	cover	not	a	lot	happened	however	it	is	a	job	that	needs	doing.	The	
duty	is	shared	out	amongst	various	teachers,	not	just	Progress	Leaders.	It	just	
happened	on	the	day	we	spent	with	Miss	Keenan	that	she	had	two	periods	of	it.		

So	what	is	it	like	being	the	Progress	Leader	of	Year	10?	

Miss	Keenan	said:	“I	really	like	Year	10	and	being	the	Progress	Leader	for	them.	We	
had	a	few	issues	earlier	in	the	year	but	they	are	all	solved	now.	Being	a	Progress	
Leader	involves	solving	many	of	these	issues.”	

Although	she	could	not	reveal	particular	details,	Miss	Keenan	and	the	other	Progress	
Leaders	may	be	involved	in	sorting	out	friendship	issues,	behaviour	problems	or	
allegations	of	bullying.	They	also	spend	time	on	positives	such	as	rewards,	coffee	
mornings	and	getting	to	chat	to	their	students.		

By	Luke	Blishen	and	Jonny	Chambers	

	



Sports	Review	kicks	off	with	an	unsettled	
rivalry	between	Maths	and	Science	

	

The Dragon	looks	back	over	the	previous	events	of	our	Spring	term	…		

	

The	Maths	and	Science	basketball	
match	was	an	exhilarating	game	to	say	
the	least	with	it	being	a	very	close-
scoring	match,	writes	Jonny	Chambers.	

However,	Mr	Bedford	scored	a	basket	
as	the	buzzer	went	for	the	end	of	the	
game,	making	the	final	score	11-10	to	
Maths.	Mr	Southwell	(who	was	playing	
for	Science)	shared	his	thoughts	about	
how	the	game	went:	

“It	was	a	struggle	to	say	the	least	and	I	believe	that	some	of	the	opposition	confused	it	with	
a	rugby	match.	I	have	learned	a	very	important	lesson	from	this	event,	I	have	learnt	that	
preparation	is	important.	‘Fail	to	prepare,	prepare	to	fail’.	Next	time	I	can	guarantee	that	
me	and	my	team	will	win.”	

We	look	forward	to	seeing	the	next	match	with	a	new	possible	R.E.	team	…	

Following	on	from	this	we	have	had	other	successful	sports	events	during	this	term,	such	as	
the	Year	8	boys’	football	team	winning	their	match	against	Bitterne	Park	4-2	which	sends	
them	into	the	semi-finals	of	the	Southampton	Cup.	

Meanwhile,	three	of	our	students	were	successful	in	the	National	Junior	Rowing	
Championships	with	Marie	Hudson	(Year	7),	Isaac	Hudson	(Year	10)	and	Oli	Pytel	(Year	9)	all	
doing	well.	

One	memorable	moment	from	this	term	was	when	author	and	film-maker	Matt	Dickenson	
came	into	the	school	to	talk	about	climbing	mountains	in	the	Himalayas.	As	you	can	
imagine,	it	was	an	extraordinary	experience	for	him	and	his	crew	and	most	certainly	takes	
an	immense	amount	of	fitness	to	achieve.			

Although	it	wasn’t	the	most	eventful	term	for	sports,	it	has	surely	been	a	successful	one	in	
the	achievements	in	students’	eyes	and	in	teachers’	eyes	and	The Dragon	is	looking	
forward	to	what	the	Summer	Term	holds	and	to	seeing	the	Sports	Awards	in	June.	
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