
	

The Dragon	

Heads up on new Heads	
With the sad departure of Mr Wilson, head 
teacher of the college for 10 years, the school 
has had to appoint a new head to continue the 
leadership and success of the college.  

Mr Habberley will become our new head of 
school (look inside for an exclusive interview 
with him!) and our executive head will be Miss 
Bourne, also headmistress at St Anne’s. The 
Dragon had the pleasure of interviewing her 
about her new position here.  

“I look forward to finding out about a new 
school, getting to know the systems and I really 
want to make a positive difference,” Miss 
Bourne said.  

Not only has she taught at St Anne’s, but she 
was a teacher for 15 years in the largest 
secondary school in Europe, showing great 
leadership qualities and a willingness to work 
hard. On top of this, she has also said her 
greatest achievements in education have been 
getting St Anne’s to an outstanding Ofsted 
rating and gaining a master’s degree.  

Miss Bourne said, “I want everyone at the school 
to get the best education possible and to get the 
school to an outstanding standard; it will take a 
lot of work as no school is perfect but it will be a 
fun challenge to work it out.” 

In her free time, Miss Bourne enjoys watching 
rugby, especially when she saw the Exeter 
Chiefs win the premiership at Twickenham 

stadium. She also has a passion for theatre 
and music as she used to be a drama teacher.  

“Theatre is my passion, I love teaching the 
subject and helping students to remember 
the plays,” she told us.  

If she could meet one person from history, it 
would either be Shakespeare as “becoming a 
drama teacher was hard trying to understand 
the language and it would be great to hear 
from him directly…when the language just 
clicks, it’s wonderful!” or Mother Theresa as 
“I’d love to have a conversation with her and 
hear about her experiences.”  
                                                                                                                                                                    
Lastly, we asked her about her opinion on 
working in a mixed school, as St George will 
be a bit different from St Anne’s as when 
Miss Bourne starts working the school will be 
completely mixed. “It doesn’t matter what 
gender is at your school, as long as you have 
good relationships with everyone…that’s why 
the Catholic ethos is so important.”     

We look forward to welcoming Miss Bourne 
as our new executive head next term!   
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Look inside for rampaging robots, a review of Faith 



Are you interested in joining The Dragon team? 
Welcome	to	the	third	edition	of	The Dragon,	the	termly	magazine	written	for	St	George	
students,	by	St	George	students.		

Because	this	year’s	team	will	be	moving	into	Year	10,	spaces	have	opened	up	for	new	Year	9s	
willing	to	write	for	the	school	magazine.	If	you	are	interested	in	getting	involved,	please	write	an	
article	about	a	school	issue	or	event	and	hand	it	in	to	Miss	Cecil	(Room	1)	at	the	beginning	of	the	
next	school	year.	To	find	out	more,	please	speak	to	Miss	Cecil	or	one	of	the	current	team.	

																						 	

------------------------------------------------------------	

	

Klueless	Kevin	

									 	

	

	

by	Joel	Shibu	



	

	

	

	

This year, our annual Governors’ Awards Evening took place in the hall on the 10th 
July rather than our usual Autumn date. Teachers on the night explained this was 
so that winners’ awards felt more current and relevant to the work they had done 
in the 2016-17 academic year.  

Around 100 pupils received prizes, with highlights including new Head Boy and 
Girl Ben McCormack and India Miles receiving the Year 10 ASPIRE trophies, a 
moving standing ovation for Mr Wilson and touching words from subject heads 
about why each student had been nominated.  

There was a clear display of students that uphold our core ASPIRE values, and 
teachers expressed that it had been a difficult challenge to pick just one winner for 
each category. Chair of Governors Charles Marchetti presented the awards, and 
there was a lot of organised, behind-the-scenes work from a number of staff.  

Congratulations to all the pupils who received a prize, and for those who just 
missed out, the Governors’ Awards will be back in 2018! 

 

Isabelle	Mills	

Could	you	be	a	St	George	Student	Leader?	
When	we	return	in	September,	look	out	for	opportunities	to	become	a	student	
leader	and	mentor	other	pupils.		

Roles	such	as	Literacy	Mentors	and	Youth	Health	Champions	have	already	been	
filled,	but	the	Eco-team	and	Student	Council	will	be	seeking	new	recruits	and	there	
are	also	new	posts	such	as	Curriculum	and	Homework	Mentors,	which	will	be	
starting	in	the	new	term.	

More	information	will	be	shared	in	assemblies	……	



The Dragon Interviews… Mr 

Habberley 
by Isabelle Mills and Emily Spencer-Hedges 

 

 

 

  

You’ve	met	our	new	executive	headteacher	on	our	front	page	but	here	we	have	an	
exclusive	interview	with	the	new	Head	of	School:	Mr	Habberley.	Having	been	at	the	school	
for	13	years,	Mr	Habberley	has	been	a	Deputy	Head	at	Saint	George	since	2014	and	will	
now	step	up	and	maximise	all	that	he	can	offer	our	college	in	September.		

	

1) What	are	your	future	plans	for	the	school?	
I aim to continue the great success story of St. George and the outstanding 
outcomes that we produce. I would also like to improve some facilities around the 
school. 

 

2) What	do	you	enjoy	most	about	St.	George?	
I enjoy spending time to find out about the students and how they uphold the 
ASPIRE values and I also enjoy working with our great set of staff and the sense of 
community that we have. 
 

3) What	would	you	change	about	St.	George?	
I would like to change some facilities such as getting the new Science and 
Technology block, replacing the main building and making the site more secure. 
However, one thing I would not change is our staff and students.  
 

4) What	makes	a	good	teacher?	
In my opinion, a good teacher needs to be passionate and enthusiastic about their 
subject and working with children, they need to have strong subject knowledge and 
be committed and hard-working. Ultimately, they need to want to get the best out 
of everyone. 
 

5) Who	would	you	most	like	to	meet?	
There are quite a few people I admire- since I love sport, I would like to meet Tony 
Adams. I admire him for his great leadership skills. Also, Sir Richard Branson would 
be interesting to meet. 



 
7) What	made	you	want	to	become	a	Head	Teacher?	

I am really passionate about St. George and education and I want to make sure that 
every child achieves their full potential here. I also want to continue the upward 
trend we have established after Mr Wilson leaves. 
 

8) What	is	the	best	piece	of	advice	you	could	give?	
The advice I would give is, “Try your best, if it doesn’t work, try again.” I think that 
you should always stay positive and believe in yourself.  
 

9) What	do	you	do	in	your	free	time?	
I like to spend a lot of time with my family, like looking after my 2-year-old son, and 
I also take part in various sports and activities such as playing in a football team and 
going to the gym.	
	

10)	If	you	didn’t	live	in	England,	where	would	you	live?	
I have never been to New York but I have heard a lot about it so I would love to go 
there. If not, it would be a remote island; something like Necker Island. 
 

11)	What	do	you	think	makes	St.	George	unique	and	how	would	you	enhance	that?	
Our Catholic ethos is very special and I think that ASPIRE is a really strong set of 
values. Mostly, it is down to the great relationships between staff and students, and 
I would keep that active. 
 

12)	What	is	your	greatest	achievement?	
In terms of the school, I think that becoming a sports college and the personalised 
curriculum is a great achievement. Personally, getting married and having a son is 
my greatest achievement! 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Thank	you	very	much	for	your	time	Mr	Habberley!	

	
	

	



	

A	trip	through	time	and	
a	look	into	the	future	

	

Many	of	us	are	going	to	start	choosing	our	GCSE	topics	soon	but	do	we	all	know	what	we're	really	getting	
into	with	our	choices?	From	the	creative	subjects	to	the	humanities-	what	really	are	the	benefits,	long	
term	and	short	term?	Having	previously	looked	at	languages	and	creative	arts,	this	time,	we're	going	to	
look	into	history	and	geography	to	seek	out	the	benefits	for	us.	

	

Is	the	past	behind	us?	

History	can	teach	us	about	the	past,	present	and	future	-	it	also	helps	us	develop	key	abilities	for	later	on	
in	life	such	as:	problem	solving,	interpretation,	picking	out	key	elements	in	a	text	and	even	social	skills.	In	
history,	from	the	point	of	a	student,	I	can	confidently	say	that	you	pick	up	on	important	skills	all	the	time,	
if	not	every	day.	For	our	GCSEs	we	are	studying	a	range	of	topics	and	times	that	will	let	us	dive	right	in	to	
the	information.		

Mr	Devine	shared	a	little	insight	on	what	his	views	on	history	are.	He	said:	"Despite	us	being	referred	to	as	
being	the	golden	nugget	of	the	school	by	the	Ofsted	report,	I	feel	people	should	study	history	as	pupils	
succeed	more	are	better	prepared	to	pursue	higher	things	in	life	and	a	higher	education	and	as	a	
consequence	get	better	jobs	to	help	more	people."	

	

Where	does	the	river	flow?	

For	a	geographical	view,	we	talked	to	Miss	Sira	and	she	told	us	that	it's	not	just	about	knowing	places,	like	
what	the	capital	of	Spain	is	for	example,	but	more	about	“learning	the	skills	that	any	good	geographer	
should	have-	such	as	good	problem	solving	skills,	data	analysis,	good	communicators”.	Geography	will	
help	secure	that	in	the	future.		

Many	people	who	study	geography	don’t	have	to	become	geographers	but	with	the	skills	that	they	have	
acquired	they	can	move	onto	becoming	lawyers,	finance	workers,	and	engineers.		

	

So	if	you	are	someone	who	enjoys	leaning	about	lakes,	rivers,	mountains	and	cultures-	then	geography	is	
definitely	something	that	I	would	recommend	you	try	out.	The	same	with	history,	if	you	enjoy	looking	at	
different	viewpoints	and	expanding	your	knowledge	on	world	famous	events,	then	history	is	for	you.		
	

By	Julia	Orawiec	

	 	



Interview	by	Joel	Shibu	

Rampaging Chariots Robotics Competition 
	

Mr. Douglas and a team of students from STEM club recently participated in a robotics 
competition run by professionals in Scotland. The Dragon interviewed our Head of 
Science to find out more …	

What is the robotics competiton?  

It’s called “Rampaging Chariots” and run by a company called Leonardo. We were given a kit to 
build our robots with, which we spent months on. Then we spent a day competing against other 
Southampton schools. 

What was the competition like?  

There were different types of competitions such as an assault course, sumo wrestling, even football. 
There was only one guy from Chamberlayne, which was actually an advantage for him because the 
engineers got to spend more time with his robot. However, our team did very well and we also had 
the most students in a team which I thought was very important.  

Any strengths or weaknesses in your team?  

We definitely had the best drivers and our teamwork was impressive – the parents of our students 
helped out a lot compared to the other teams. We did end up buildings our robots on the day and 
didn’t get finished on time.  

How do you think this will be beneficial for the students?  

They learnt a huge amount about technology and stuff outside of the curriculum. They learnt 
problem solving and how to stay in control of situations.  

Any plans for the future?  

There will be another competition next year and the students can improve on this year’s robots, this 
year’s students could be mentors for next year even. I’m really excited about next year and how 
they can improve.  

Do you hope to incorporate this in the curriculum, or in school?  

It’ll be good to have more girls join and have more people, but in lessons? No I think it’s more of an 
after-school thing. But I do think that it’s important that the school gives these opportunities. 	

We also spoke to Joe Hammond, a 
member of the robotics team: 

What did you do at the robotics 
competition?  

We built robots from scratch, with 
the parts and instructions and we 
tested, we refined and we sumo-
wrestled and got to the semi-finals  

How do you think you did? 

I think we did really well, but in the 
final round, our robot caught fire!  Mr	Douglas	and	some	of	the	STEM	team	responsible	

for	the	robotics	



 
Faith Day 2017 

At St George Catholic College 
 

by Anthony Baillie-Powell 

 
Thank	you	to	everyone	who	joined	us	on	Tuesday	4th	July	for	our	annual	
Faith	Day	celebration	here	at	St	George	Catholic	College.	
	
It	was	a	beautiful	gathering,	full	of	inspiration	and	hope	as	we	explored	and	journeyed	together	
through	what	it	means	to	have	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	Our	Risen	Lord	and	Saviour.	
	
Faith	Day	has	been	a	wonderful	tradition	kept	at	St	George	Catholic	College	for	the	past	5	years.		
While	the	day	started	like	any	other,	students	and	staff	were	invited	to	spend	time	embarking	on	
several	workshops,	in	which	we	could	spend	time	working	and	reflecting	together	the	strong	
bonds	of	our	Catholic	Faith	through	writing,	creating,	speaking	and	even	attempting	to	make	our	
own	Rosaries.	The	day	ended	with	the	celebration	of	the	Holy	Sacrifice	of	the	Mass	offered	up	by	
Father	Chris.			
	
It	was	a	truly	inspirational	day…but	don’t	take	my	word	for	it,	let	us	see	what	Year	7’s		
Charis	Cox	had	to	say	to	me	when	I	managed	to	interview	her	briefly	after	the	day’s	events:	
		
Charis,	what	activities	have	you	taken	part	in	today?	
	
“I	did	an	Identity	Workshop.		We	all	had	to	make	masks	of	our	identities,	how	other	people	see	us.	
Mine	was	red	and	I	wrote	words	like	‘happy’	and	‘confident’	–	because	I	am!		I	also	took	part	in	the	
Rosary	making	workshop	and	made	a	decade	of	the	Rosary!”	
	
Has	Faith	Day	taught	you	anything?	
	
“It	has	taught	me	to	always	be	proud	of	who	I	am.”	
	
If	you	could	change	anything	about	today,	what	would	it	be?	
	
“Nothing	much	really,	I	thought	it	was	a	great	day!”	
	
And	lastly	Charis,	what	has	been	the	greatest	spiritual	experience	you	have	encountered	at	St	
George	Catholic	College?	
	
“Well,	I	think	it	would	definitely	have	to	be	seeing	the	statue	of	Our	Lady	of	Fatima	and	the	relics	of	
Saints	Jacinta	and	Francisco	in	our	school,	it	was	amazing.” 
 
So	ended	another	successful	Faith	Day,	which	highlighted	our	Catholic	beliefs	and	way	of	life,	
bringing	us	together	as	a	community,	while	sharing	the	light	of	faith	and	hope	in	Jesus	Christ.	
 

Faith does not make things easy…it makes them possible (Luke 1:37) 
 

 
 

  
 



	

	

	

St	George	recently	held	its	annual	own	version	of	TV	favourite	It’s	A	
Knockout;	an	exciting	action-packed	day	which	allows	new	students	joining	
the	school	to	make	friends	whilst	playing	awesome	games.		

We	hosted	Year	6	pupils	from	seven	different	Catholic	primary	schools	from	
across	the	region.	The	schools	that	took	part	were	Springhill,	St	Patrick’s,	St	
Peter’s,	Holy	Family,	St	Swithun	Wells,	St	Anthony’s	and	St	Jude’s.	The	new	
Year	6s	had	a	chance	to	take	part	in	some	of	the	following	activities	
throughout	the	day:	giant	obstacle	courses,	inflatable	tunnels	and	slides,	
and	lots	of	foam	and	water	games.	

Teams	were	split	into	the	houses	currently	used	at	St	George;	they	then	
were	sub-divided	into	mini	teams	of	ten	pupils.	Year	9	prefects	volunteered	
to	help	supervise	and	support	the	activities	and	organise	the	various	teams	
throughout	the	day.	There	were	six	total	games	each	roughly	15	minutes	
long	with	points	awarded	per	game	and	added	up	at	the	end	of	the	day.	For	
those	that	were	unable	to	or	didn’t	wish	to	take	part,	alternate	provision	
was	made	with	games	including	gladiator	duels,	speed	stacking,	hoop	
throwing	and	rowing.		

The	event	took	place	in	accordance	with	the	school’s	transition	programme	
which	aims	to	help	pupils	make	a	smooth	yet	enjoyable	move	from	primary	
to	secondary	school.	

The	day	was	sponsored	by	the	Step	into	Success	team	from	Southampton	
Solent	University,	which	kindly	provided	800	bottles	of	water	in	the	summer	
sun	and	a	£2,000	contribution	towards	transport	costs.	
By	Stefan	Jones	



Sports Stars 
Celebrated  
 ‘What’s your favourite chocolate bar?’ was the question on Mr. 
Ellerby’s lips during the rehearsal for the 2017 Sports Awards. It 
certainly took me by surprise. However, despite Mr. Ellerby’s best 
efforts to confuse us, the 2017 Sports Awards were a total success … 

Earlier this term, St George welcomed a selection of sporting heroes 
from the last 12 months, as well as Olympic handball player John 
Pearce, to school for the annual Sports Awards.  

At 7:00 on the dot, the lights went down, Mr. Gillard went up on stage, and the Sports 
Awards began! After a brief introduction, he went on to explain how successful St George 
were in the Autumn term, and after a brief video, rewards were handed out to teams such 
as the Year 8 football team and the Year 11 basketball team. After that, our first candidate 
for the Overall Sports Personality of the Year Award was introduced, John McCormack.  

Mr. Ellerby then stood up to introduce a spring term of sport at St George. After the video, 
the unbeaten Year 10 rugby team and the formidable badminton partnership of Kenny 
Cacacho and Christian Atutubo were among the teams to be awarded. The second 
candidate for the overall SPOTY, Anna Fenton, was introduced. 

The summer term came next, and Mr. Shelley came up to the stage with it. Henry and 
Victoria Baynes, the Year 8, 9 & 10 cricket teams and swimming champions all received 
awards, as well as various awards for journalism and attendance to extra-curricular clubs. 
Rowan Milner, the third SPOTY candidate, was introduced.  

At around 8:15, the SPOTY awards for each year were announced. Oliver Burly from year 7, 
Kenny Cacacho from year 9 and Emilija Staliulionyte from year 9 were among some of the 
star performers. At last, as the night was drawing to a close, the overall SPOTY award was 
announced; Rowan Milner was the eventual winner, after an outstanding commitment to 
football, rugby and especially basketball for the last five years. Congratulations to Rowan 
and The Dragon wishes him luck for the future.  

This drew to a close a great night, in which Miss Drummond and the drama team played a 
prominent role in the lighting, and the Friends of St George also contributed. If next year’s 
Sports Awards promise to be anywhere near as good as these ones, I’m looking forward to 
them! 

Report by (award-winning) Jonny Insley 

	

Rowan with John Pearce 
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